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Highlights of the 118th National SAR Congress

Kansas Society members and guests at the 118th National SAR Congress. Seated: Robert Grover (dual), Joseph Dooley Gerarifdisgl), Karen Bragg,
Teresa Klotzbach, Catherine Grassl, Emalene Grover, David Comer and Raymond Peterman. Standing: Lee Swart (dual), MirCHetesiBragg, Treasurer
General (dual), Martin Klotzback, Peter Grassl, Edgar Grover, Barnett Ellis, Dennis Boyer (dual), Robert Capps, Sr.aBelb&il8, Minuteman, Class of 2008.

The Kansas Society experienced several highlights
at the 118th Congress in Sacramento. The Congress
took place July 5 through July 9. The days were
marked by very high temps and traces of smoke.

The host reception took place at the California State <K *
Railroad Museum in old town Sacramento. This
event was well attended by Congress attendees and
Rumbaugh Orations contestants. Kansas Society * * * %
members posed for several pictures which may be
viewed at www.KansasSAR.com. There were 362
registered compatriots and guests.

The highlight for the Kansas Society was the awarding
of the Minuteman Award to Barnett Ellis. His hard
work was recognized by the National Society, especially
as the most recent South Central District Vice President
General and as a member of the Foundation Committee
for the Center for Advanci

The next best moment of the evening came when
the Kansas Society LIBERTY BELL received an Hon-
orable Mention for the Paul M. Niebell, Sr. newsletter
contest, which included a $100 cash award.

Another noteworthy event was a change to the fee
charged for a supplement patriot registration. Kansas
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AUGUST BOG MEETING

The Board of Governors will
meet on August 2, 2008, at the
Best Western Inn, 3021 W High-
way 50, in Emporia. Committee
meetings begin at 9:00 am; the
Board will commence at 10 am.
Lunch is $10.

LADIES AUXILIARY

The Ladies Auxiliary will meet
concurrent with the BOG session
on August 2, 2008.

The August service project is col-
lecting and delivering school sup-
plies for Emporia schools, grades 1-
6. Contributions can be brought or
sent to the meeting. Checks can be
sent to Wanda Kaffenberger,
Treasurer.

* FREEDOM RINGS*

By Peter O. Grassl|
President, KSSSAR

700 MORE THAN A NUMBER

Imagine walking into a room with the number 700plastered on the walls.

OWhatoBs was the question to the atten
Only two people knew; this author and
back to the Kansas City area if he had loose lips.

700was on the minds of the men during the May BOG meeting. But 700
was more than a number. A hill to be climbed and taken. An objective
which would pay tribute to the past.

Readers of this column have come to learn that | am a firm believer in
one stanza of the SAR Recessional. 0
our forefathers. o6 To me, it means t h.
the Sons of the American Revolution to all people so that the efforts of our
ancestors are not forgotten.

Where does 700fit into this puzzle? Membership, compatriots, member-
ship. We need to increase our head:¢
Through boosting our ranks, more men will discover their personal connec-
tion to the founding of our great country. More men in the Kansas Society
will help to ensure the lessons of that era are not lost.

So, we want to reach d no, exceedd 700 members by the end of the year
and retain those members into 2009. We can do this one man at a time.

What can be done to reach700? Invite sons, brothers, and cousins to join
the SAR. Speak to them about their DUTY to their ancestor. Wear your ro-
sette to meetings and church where you can tell them about your patriot.
Dondt forget to speak to your | ady fri
ideas but what can you come up with to reach our objective?

225 years ago in September, the Treaty of Paris was signed. That for-
mally ended our ancestords efforts. I
as we remember our ancestors, our duty is to enlist more men into the Sons
of the American Revolution; help them join in the excitement of the past.

Will you join the Kansas Society leadership in surpassing 700?

Upcoming Events

Aug 2, 20081 KSSSAR Board of Gover-
nor sao Me et i (Cgmmitteel
meetings 9:00 AM or as called by
chairmen), Best Western, 3021 W.
Highway 50, Emporia, 620-3427587.

Aug 2, 2008 Ladies Auxiliary meet-
ing.

Aug 22-23 20081 South Central District
Meeting, Biltmore Oklahoma Hotel,
401 South Meridian Av, north of | -40
West at Exit 145, Oklahoma City, 405
9477681

Sep 30, 2008fi Deadline for articles
and pictures for the next issue of The
Liberty Bell

Nov 1, 2008fi KSSSAR Board of Gov-
ernorsd Meeting.

118th National Congress continued from page 1

Society Membership Secretary suggested to the NSSAR Membership Com-

mittee that when a family submits a 0s
0 &% Mnship). The primary registrant pays the full fee and all others pay a fee

at 50% of the amount. This is a major change to policy but resembles the

membership fee when male family members join at the same time. Tim

Peterman was the author of the idea in the Membership Committee.

The presidents of the state societies assemble annually in what is called
the Council of State Presidents or COSP. The primary function of the COSP
is the election of four presidents to the NSSAR Nominations committee.
KSSSAR president Peter Grassl was the top choice of the Council.

The SAR Junior Membership Program was modified and approved by the
Congress. Boys and young men under the age of 18 may now join the SAR as
Junior Members without concurrently joining, or already being a member of,
the C.A.R. The National annual dues for Junior Members was established at $5.
KSSSAR and chapters will have to determine an annual dues amount.

In other news: David Appleby, Missouri Society, who attended the KSSSAR An-
nual Conference, was elected President General. He is the second man in the past

2 three years to serve as President General who hails from the South Central District




NEW LEADERSHIP AT FORT HAYS

After a decade plus of leadership, Ralph Burns has re-
signed his position as president of the Fort Hays chapter. His
participation played a key role in the life of the chapter.

The new president of the Fort Hays chapter is Carrol Chris-
tian. The other officers include John McCabe, Secretary, and
Mike Stamm, Treasurer.

Christian holds a Master's in Criminal Justice from Fort
Hays State.Currently, he is the Senior Special Investigator for
the SRS in the Western half of the state (and he interacts with
TJ president Brian Vazquez).
Justice Studies for FHSU & an Associate Faculty Member for
BCCC in Criminal Justice. He has been married to Linda for
18 years, and he has one married stepson who lives in
Greeley, CO.Besides the SAR, he is a member of the General
Society of the Sons of the Revolution, Descendents of Wash-
ington's Army at Valley Forge, and The Sons of the Union
Veterans of the Civil War.

JOIN SAR AT WWI MUSEUM

A Kansas Society day at the National World War | Museum
(Liberty Memorial) is being planned. The idea originated with
the Monticello and Henry Leavenworth chapter memberships.

Details are still being developed for the event on Satur-
day, December 6, 2008. The program will include an ori-
entation, lunch, and self-guided tour of this tremendous
museum. Be sure to mark your calendar.

118th National Congress continued from page 2

The following Kansas Society member appointments
were made to NSSAR committees. Tim Peterman was
named Chairman of the Patriots Committee. Lyle Gibson
was named to the History Committee. Bob Capps was
named to the Information Technology Committee. Barney
Ellis was named Vice Chairman of the Americanism Com-
mittee. Ed Grover was named to the Flag Committee and
Senior Advisor of the Color Guard Committee. Martin
Klotzbach was named to the George Washington Endow-
ment Fund-Raising Committee. Peter Grassl was named
Chairman of the Task Force for Public Relations and a
member of the CAAH Task Force, Finance Committee,
and Nominations Committee.

All who attended the Congress had the opportunity to
see the signet ring of George Washington as it was placed
on the hand of incoming President General Appleby. Also
all past president generals can wear a copy of that George
Washington ring.

Youth programs: Nandini Sarma returned as a seasoned
Rumbaugh Orations contestant. Her topic and presenta-
tion were very good, which spoke well for the Kansas So-
ciety, but that wasnot
petition. The winner was a young lady from Arkansas
who returned from the competition in 2007. The majority
of contestants are from a private or parochial school, or
were home schooled. The KSSSAR Americanism poster
contest entry was one of 10.

The 119th Congress will be in Atlanta, July 4-8, 2009.
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preparing for the march to the Memaorial service at the National Congress

EVERYONE LOVES A COLOR GUARD

The Kansas Society color guard uniform, from its incep-
tion, has been the finest attention-getter and motivator avail-
able. Attracting lots of attention in parades and other public
events, in schools, and in chapter and state meetings, the uni-
form is highly respected and regarded, even at funerals and
visitations. It has taken a showcase position for SAR and its
chapters all across Kansas.

Patterned after the one worn by George Washington, the uni-
form made a big hit at the 101st SAR Congress in Kansas City in the
summer of 1991 when Kansas and Missouri compatriots marched
alongside the more mature color guards of Massachusetts and
Maryland with their woolen uniforms. The newly styled cockade
for the tri -corner hat made a big hit with the many visiting SAR
families from various state societies. Kes Kesler, state president that
year, wore one of the first uniforms while his wife, Jean, designed,
made and affixed the unique cockade to his and every tri-corn hat
in the Kansas Color Guard.

Distinctively, the design stands out at district and national
gatherings yet today. In the center of the cockade is a small
metallic sunflower, a product of the Centennial celebration of
KSSSAR in 1992. At the congress in Phoenix the following
year, the uniform was displayed and promoted by KSSSAR.
Reception of the idea of others having this uniform was im-
mediate and, soon, society after society was seen in these
same uniforms that Kansas had promoted. Although there
are different sources for a uniform, most of the Kansas color
guardsmen have used the same source, primarily to boost the
appearance of a welkknitted contingent of compatriots as
they march as a unit. This was especially true at Concord,
where the Kansas Color Guard was received wildly, and
again later in Yorktown.

Custom fitted, the uniforms have been produced satisfactorily
from the same source through the years at a reasonable price.

Information and order forms are available from this source:

American Revolutionary Uniforms, c/o Dorothy Neuhaus
5757 Monterrey Dr, Fort Worth, TX 76112, 8174964160
Chapters are encouraged togonsider having at Ieasf two men in

Public response will be immediate. Owning a uniform is a source
of considerable enjoyment and satisfaction.

Although Missouri compatriots wear the same basic polyester
uniform, a red vest sets them apart from the Kansans. This vest
was worn by Washington's personal bodyguard.

Kes Kesler

Kansas Society Color Guardsmen,Bob Capps, Ed Grover, and Martin Klotzbach,
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PRESI DENTG6 S fREefRADRGrass!

Worked on the 2013 Congress; see separate report. At-
tended George Washington Luncheon, Overland Park.
Presented genealogy workshops in Hays and Leaven-
worth. Presented Genealogy merit badge to Troop 63,
Well sville, KS.
outreach booth in McLouth, KS. Attended Mission Hills
DAR 50th anniversary aftern
article was published in the KS DAR Spring 2008 newslet-
ter. Worked with Doug Brady to organize the 116th An-
nual Conference. Presented the Bronze Good Citizenship
medal to Cmpt. Keith Lindgren.

VICE PRESIDENT @ Martin Klotzbach

Represented the SAR at the quarterly VAVS meeting at
the Colmery-O6 Ne a | VA Medi cal
Also, delivered 88 large wall calendars to be distributed to
patients. Represented the SAR at the Topeka Society for
the Preservation of Memorial Day planning meeting on
February 25. Met with the Volunteer Coordinator for the
VA Medical Center to plan 2008 activities and goals. Rep-
resented the SAR in uniform at the US Naturalization
Ceremonies at the Dole Federal Building in Topeka on
March 3. Attended the KSSSAR Conference in Wichita.
Attended an SAR-sponsored genealogy work shop in
Hays in April. Manned the SAR booth at the Topeka Ge-
nealogical Society Conference.

REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT i Barnett Ellis
Program planning at least two months ahead is essen-
tial. Contact with all members is needed to maintain chap-
ter attendance and participation. Each chapter needs to

have a o0genealogistdé for th
plications and recruit.

For a chapter to be current with planning and changes,
attendance by a ochapter re

dent at the quarterly Board of Governors meeting in Em-
poria is necessary.

AMERICANISM A Keith F. Lindgren

Three chapters participated in the State Poster Contest,
DX, Monticello and Konza Prairie. The DX contestant won.

There were 26 activities in Color Guard events. DX and
State Chapters participated.

Three Chapters reported monthly Americanism Activi-
ties in local newspapers, which earns 750 points for State.

Americanism monthly reporting forms for 2008 were
sent to each chapter. Four chapters have responded.

Konza Prairie Chapter made American Revolution pres-
entations, taught by Cmpts. Cliff Meload and Chapter
President Gary Groh, to 18 elementary classes.

Three chapters participated in the Knight Essay Contest.
DX had six participants, Monticello two, and Konza Prai-
rie two. DX chapter had the wining entry.

Ideas are being developed to encourage participation by
additional chapters.

Total points through April is 1600: DX has 640, Fort
Scott 65, Konza Prairie 595, Monticello 230, and State 70.
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AMERICANISM POSTER CONTEST @ Dick Nelson
Poster judging for the state contest was held at the

DX Chapter, is Sydney Jordan of Santa Fe Trail School in

Partici pat KSSSAR Conference in Wichita. The winner, representinga r a ¢

Overland Park. Her poster was entered into the national ¢

judging at the National Congress in July in Sacramento.

COLOR GUARD i Fred Kaffenberger

The Color Guard activities include the parade at
McLouth on April 19 and the flag program at Wexford
Retirement Community on April 17.

Coming events are Mission parade and booth on May
10, Turkey Creek parade and booth on May 17, Memorial
Day celebrations at the WWI Memorial on May 26, Good
Old Days parade and booth at Fort Scott on June 6, and
Old Shawnee Day parade and booth on June 7.

CONGRESS 2013A Peter O. Grassl

Peter Grassl and Richard (Dick) Bryant of MOSSAR met
with the KCMO downtown Marriott hotel to discuss their
interest as the host hotel. Ironically, most of the upcoming
Congresses are being held at Marriott hotels.

Received an email from the Westin Crown Center as a pos-
sible site but their proposed room rate of $169 is too high.

Proposed medal design has been submitted to the
NSSAR Medals and Awards committee.

Fundraising was discussed at the 116th Annual Confer-
ence with a possible dues increase authorized. Consider a
patriotic incentive tied to a donation.

ESSAY CONTEST fi Douglas Brady

The results of the Knight Essay Contest:

1st Place: Susannah Carter, Medal, Certificate & $500.00
Cash Award, sponsored by Monticello Chapter.

2nd Place: Megan Jilka, Medal, Certificate & $175.00
Cash Award, sponsored by Konza Prairie Chapter.

3rd Place: Elisabeth Birchler, Medal, Certificate &
$125.00 Cash Award.

GENEALOGIST A Timothy E. Peterman

The spreadsheet for tracking prospects & application
progress is complete. As of January, the spreadsheet con-
tains 354 names and addresses, with assigned chapter and
sponsor and columns to track progress. Every time | re-
ceive an inquiry or learn about a prospect, the new person
is added. Assigned sponsors are asked quarterly for a pro-
gress report. Status categories for prospects are: Applied
(application submitted to state membership secretary for
processing), Complete (application complete and sent to
prospect for signature and check), Active (sponsor indi-
cates that prospect has actively worked on application
since the last BOG), Inactive (sponsor indicates that pros-
pect hasndét worked on appli
known (no report has been received from the sponsor re-
garding activity since the last BOG), Hold (the prospect
has affirmed that he is interested, but wants to defer activ-

ap-
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Reports

ity to a later day), Removed (the prospect has demon-

strated that he is no longer interested in SAR). If the spon-

sor makes a report, but shows the last contact was before

the | ast BOG, the prospectds status is shown as unknown.
Removed prospects are kept in the database in hopes that

we can rekindle their interest. Of the 354 names of pros-

pects, 19 have applied for membership since February.

Once a prospect is marked Applied, he is kept in the Pros-

pect Master worksheet until the next BOG report; after

that, his record is moved to the Applied worksheet.

The t hird copy of , OFrom Kaneac t n Connenr dA i < hei nn
distributed to prospects The joint DAR and SAR float took first place in the Wild West Fest Parade in Hays,

. KS, on July 5. Cmpt. John McCabe of the Fort Hays Chapter portrayed John Hancock
Outreach booths have been staffed at Leavenworth (in signing the Declaration of Independence. A DAR member portrayed Betsy Ross.

February) and McLouth (in April). Genealogy workshops
have been held at Leavenworth, Wellsville, and Hays. AROUND THE SOCIETY
. . XDoug Brady led an Outreach booth at the Wellington Wheat Festi-
ORATIONS CONTEST _n Lyle Gibson val on July 12. This was followed by a KSSSAR Genealogy Work-
The KSSSAR Rumbaugh Orations Contest was held

] ) ’ . S shop, cohosted by the Sumner County Historical Society on July
May 3 in Emporia. 1st place winner is Nandini Sarma 19. Compatriots attending included: Wayne White, Brady, Barney
from Shawnee Mission East High School and sponsored s, Tim Peterman, and Peter Grassl. Two ladies from the DAR

by the Delaware Crossing Chapter. 2nd place went to Mi-  attended. Eliis estimates five potential members from the event.
chael Heninger from Salina High School South and spon-  youtreach events have been held in Mission, Merriam, Ton-
sored by the Bennington Chapter. ganoxie’ and We”ington_
THE LIBERTY BELL fi Mike Frisbie XHannah Proctor, Kansas C.A.R. Pr_esid(_ant, is the granddaughtgr
700 newsletters were printed by Command Print in of DX member John Proctor. She is trying to boost membership

Leavenworth at a cost of $497.29. 672 newsletters were ~2nd will be contacting SAR chapters.. .
mailed from the Shawnee Mission Post Office at a cost of XBOb Capps, DX President, will aid the Kansas C.A.R. with
$105.45. The balance in the mailing account is $449.04. [he creationofaweb page. _

The mailing permit is current through February 3, 2009. XThe Kansas and Missouri Societies provided manpower at the

The newsletter was printed on 80 Ib. glossy. The next NSSARO_ s ex hibit : during t he recen
issue will go with 70 Ib. glossy improve addressing and annual meeting. Visiting the booth included past President Gen-
decrease costs ' eral Nathan White, Genealogist General Chuck Bragg, and Joe

Dooley, Genealogist General Nominee. Bragg and Dooley hold
VETERANS i Richard Kleinschmidt dual membership in the Kansas Society. Dooley also attended the
Cmpt. Freeman Vicory collected calendars and other  Monticello Chapter monthly meeting.
personal items for the Veterans Hospital at the Aprilmeet- xPet er Grassl| 0s gfu€osrecedto thaiAmeri- 0Ka
ing of the Thomas Jefferson Chapter. can Revolutiondé was published in

LADIES AUXILIARY @ Cathy Grassl

The ladies met in Wichita for the 2008 KSSSAR annual con-
ference. The program speaker was
tive Network (WIN) of Wichita, which is dedicated to getting
battered women and their children back on their feet and self -
sufficient. WIN Wichita is self -sustaining through sales of vari-
ous food and gift it ems ma
ents. Items were purchased and collected for the cause. The
afternoon was spent at the Museum of World Treasures, which
has a variety of exhibits from pre -historic to post-WWiII.

The May meeting included a planning session for the
coming year 6s act AtourbfiTead Hok n
low, a nursery featuring spring flowers, was planned.

The Ladies Auxiliary will again sponsor a collection for

the Emporia School District. L a st year the K braiie Chant or wi Courtney Alexander (ieft), 1st pl d
. . . onza Prairie Chapter poster winners, Courtney Alexander (left), 1st place, an
was featured in the Emporia Gazette, with a huge ac- Maxlin Chase, 2nd place, with Cmpt. Cliff Meloan at the presentation of the

knowledgement of the KSSAR and the Ladies Aukxiliary. Poster Contest awards at Fort Riley Elementary School on May 2.
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