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119th CONGRESS BRINGS CHANGES  

Upcoming Events  

Aug 1, 2009 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

Aug 1, 2009 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Aug 21-22, 2009 ñ South Central District Meeting, Arling-
ton, TX. 

Sep 24-26, 2009 ñ Fall 2009 Leadership (Trustees) Meeting, 
Louisville KY.  

Sep 30, 2009 ñ Deadline for articles and pictures for the 
November issue of The Liberty Bell. 

Nov 7, 2009 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

Nov 7, 2009 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

The 119th National Congress was held in Atlanta and 
hosted by the Georgia Society.  Eleven Kansas Society compa-
triots attended: Bob Capps, Dave Comer (Barbara), Jake Cox, 
Richard Cox, Barnett Ellis, Randy Ellis, Mike Frisbie (Cynthia), 
Peter Grassl (Cathy), Edgar Grover (Emalene), Martin Klotz-
bach (Theresa), Tim Peterman, and Ray Peterman.  Attending 
the opening reception and Rumbaugh Oration final was Josh 
Grassl, from Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, and his new 
wife Ashley.  Randy Ellis, Jake Cox, Richard Cox, and Mike 
Frisbie were first -time Congress attendees.  There were 302 
delegates and approximately 200 guests attending. 

The election of general officers took a higher profile because 
of several contested positions.  The NSSAR Nominations 
Committee conducts an interview of compatriots who have 
expressed an interest for a general officer position at the 
Spring Leadership meeting, and the committee recommends a 
slate of officers.  Barnett Ellis was the preferred candidate for 
Secretary General but was opposed by David Sympson of 
Kentucky, who was elected by the delegates.  At the Wednes-
day morning session, Stuart McCarty, the senior former presi-
dent general in attendance, addressed the Congress to present 
a òsense of the presidents general.ó The former presidents 
general believe the annual campaign process was becoming 
excessive due to the escalating competition which required 
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KSSSAR Color Guardsmen assembled at the Marietta First Baptist 

Church for the National Congress Memorial Service.  Pictured are Rich-

ard Cox, Edgar Grover, Martin Klotzbach, Bob Capps, and Bob Grover. 

KSSSAR President Martin Klotzbach, right, receives the Paul M. Niebell, Sr. Award 

from President General David Appleby for The Liberty Bell winning 1st place. 
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      * PRESIDENTôS CORNER *   

AUGUST BOG MEETING  
The Board of Governors will meet 

on August 1, 2009 at the Best Western 
Inn, 3021 Highway 50, in Emporia.  
Committee Chairmen may call for a 
meeting of their Committees either 
before or after the BOG meeting which 
will start at 10:00 am.  Lunch will be at 
the motel for $10. 

LADIES AUXILIARY  
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet con-

current with the BOG session on Au-
gust 1, 2009 at 10:00 AM at the Best 
Western  Motel, Emporia.  Service pro-
jects, programs and the promotion of 
our Quilt Project for the 2013 National 
SAR Congress will be discussed.  
Lunch will be at a local restaurant.  

The Ladies August Service Project 
will be to furnish school supplies for 
the Emporia School District, grades K-
6.  Items needed are backpacks, under-
wear, notebooks, notebook paper, pen-
cils, pens, crayons, folders, Kleenex 
packs, socks, etc. 

PLEDGE TO THE SAR 
We descendants of the heroes of 

the American Revolution who, by 
their sacrifices, established the 
United States of America, reaffirm 
our faith in the principles of liberty 
and our Constitutional Republic, and 
solemnly pledge ourselves to defend 
them against every foe. 

By Martin Klotzbach 
President, KSSSAR 

Compatriots All  --- 
I really planned in this message to report on the 2009 National Con-

gress in Atlanta, Georgia.  But this would be putting Mike Frisbie (who 
does a great job in putting out this quarterly) in a real bind.  Maybe we 
can verbally report on the Congress briefly at our August BOG meeting.  

While preparing for attending this Congress I keep thinking that in 
just five years we will be right in the very final stages of our own 2013 
Congress presentation in Kansas City.  To underwrite this effort we 
need to raise at least $10,000.  In order to do this we have started a drive 
to sell memorial plaques honoring our own Patriots.  Sales at this date 
have not been overwhelming.  We will be trying to sell more during the 
upcoming Congresses and other national meetings.  Concurringly we 
will be selling tickets for donations for a quilt drawing.  We are just get-
ting started on this effort, and there seems to be some confusion about 
how to proceed.  Hereõs how: 

1. Each chapter president should contact Auxiliary members Deb 
Hulse or Emalene Grover to get raffle tickets for members of their 
chapter to sell.  Both women plan on being at the August BOG 
meeting. 

2. Quilt tickets are $10 each or three for $25.  Checks are payable to 
the KSSSAR 2013 Quilt Fund.  The unnamed portion of the ticket 
goes to the donor for him or her to keep. 

3. Send the name portion of the ticket and money to Deb Hulse, 508 E. 
Kansas Ave, McPherson, KS 67460.  She will record the transaction 
and send the money to Cmpt. Bob Bowman. 

4. Bob will record and deposit the money into a KSSSAR 2013 Quilt Fund. 

This should facilitate the procedure.  Now all we have to do is sell 
tickets.  In  fact, I would like to challenge all KSSSAR members to join 
me in a pledge to donate $100 a year for the next five years to the 
KSSSAR 2013 Quilt Fund.  Your president will be buying 12 tickets a 
year for my $100.  Is anyone willing to accept my challenge?  Please let 
me know. 

This BOG meeting is especially important to all of us.  At this time it 
appears as though we may have a bit of a problem with our Society fi-
nances.  We may be running out of money for the normal business ac-
tivities.  We know we are spending too much on The Liberty Bell.  We 
will, most likely, need to follow California, Texas, and other states in 
going to an email-only delivery.  Printing and postage costs have risen 
and are getting out of hand.  For those without an email address, a 
printing and postage fee will most likely have to be added to their dues.  

Also, we will probably have to consider cutting expenses and maybe 
increasing dues by a small amount.  From recent postings it seems as 
though Society dues across the nation range from $15 to $25 a year.  Our 
KSSSAR annual dues are currently $10.  So you see, the upcoming BOG 
meeting should be interesting and provocative.  Every chapter should 
have a representative present. 

Thanks to all who work for the betterment of the Kansas Society. 
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Cmpt. John Sayler of the Charles Robinson Chapter presents the ROTC Award 

to Midshipman Abby Blank of the Navy ROTC at the Spring Awards Ceremony 

held at the University of Kansas on April 29. 

119th CONGRESS (continued) 
men to fly around the country to campaign and 
spend large sums on multiple mailings of campaign lit-
erature.  One candidate held multiple open houses at 
Congress. 

The best news was found at the awards ceremony on 
Monday evening.  Your Kansas Society LIBERTY BELL 
won first place in The Paul M. Niebell, Sr. (newsletter) 
Award.  This earned a $300 prize!  Aside, the late Mr. Nie-
bellõs spouse has attended recent Congresses and do-
nated, again, $10,000 to the Center for Advancing Amer-
icaõs Heritage.  She was made the first honorary òfirst 
ladyó of the NSSAR because of her generous support of 
the Society. 

As usual, youth activities played a large role in the ac-
tivities.  Ashley Hrabe of Salina represented KSSSAR in 
the Orations Contest.  She was one of fifteen contestants.  
Although she was not a finalist, she promises to compete 
again.  The Poster Contest had a significant number of 
entries this year, and the theme for next year is òThe Battle 
of Bunker Hill.ó  The Youth Luncheon was above average 
when the Orations finalist spoke flawlessly during his 
rousing opening remarks and presenting his oration 
again; he was the only speaker at the luncheon to receive a 
standing ovation.  The Eagle Scout and Knight Essay fi-
nalists read their winning entries.  

Important changes took place during the Congress.  At 
the Fall 2008 Leadership Meeting, the Trustees were pre-
sented with information showing the need for increased 
revenue for the NSSAR by altering the application fee.  
This was coupled with a change in the dues structure for 
new members which would cover them up to 18 months.  
The Congress considered this proposal, but the doubling 
of the application fee was rolled back to a $20 increase 
rather than the proposed $60.  Because this would have 
caused a financial drain, Secretary General Ed Butler (TX) 
withdrew the second motion which means that dues col-
lected for a new member will only cover through Decem-
ber 31.  Then, a motion was approved to increase dues for 
all members (regular and youth) by $5 effective for 2010.  
This mix of revenue changes will provide a larger increase 
versus what was proposed. 

In other news, due to financial constraints, the Eagle 
Scout chapter medals and state winner trophy are no 
longer free effective at the Congress.  The Executive Com-
mittee voted to suspend selling new Life Memberships.  
Peter Grassl was installed as the Kansas Society Trustee 
for 2009 ð 2010. 

Kansas Society Ladies Auxiliary staffed a table to sell 
fund -raising items to fund the 2013 Congress reception.  
Tickets were sold for the beautiful, patriotic quilt, and 
they made several sales of the òMinute Manó plaque.  The 
KSSSAR Color Guard participated in all events and made 
a great showing. 

The KSSSAR Rumbaugh Orations Contest was held May 2 in Emporia.  Pic-

tured are Orations Chairman Lyle Gibson, Ashley Hrabe (Bennington Chapter), 

Patrick Schmidt (Monticello Chapter), Sarah Wacker (DX Chapter), and KSSSR 
President Martin Klotzbach.  Ashley Hrabe was selected the winner to represent 

KSSSAR at the National Congress. 

Cmpt. Philip W. Blake of the Washington Chapter received the NSSAR Distin-

guished Patriot Award at the May Board of Governors meeting in Emporia on 

May 2.  Pictured with Cmpt. Blake is former KSSSAR President Peter Grassl 
(left) and KSSSAR President Martin Klotzbach (right). 


