
 

 

mayoral representative, the facility architect, and the 
construction firm.  The main floor and mezzanine 
were full with overflow seating in the basement which 
will house the merchandise department.  

President General Sympson captured the spirit 
and direction for our Society: we have ògone from 
a space for a library to a vision of preserving 
Americaõs heritage.ó  The journey to the library is 
the beginning for the next phase that will impact 
the òLiberty & Learningó in America ð telling that 
story of our ancestors. 

Highlights of the Leadership meeting:  A proposal 
was approved for the 2015 Congress to be held in 
Louisville. The Sacramento chapter donated $15,000 
to the CAAH, and other societies donated additional 
amounts (see KSSSAR challenge announcement).  
More than 4,000 applications have been processed 
this year.  The SAR logo cannot be used without per-
mission.  There is a need to stem the non-renewal of 
members (recruit, reconnect, and reinstate).  Youth 
program awards may be changing due to reduced 
investment income. 

Attending from Kansas were Cmpts. Martin 

Klotzbach , David Comer , Barnett Ellis , Peter 

Grassl, Bob Capps, and Tim Peterman .  The Spring 
Leadership meeting will be held March 10 -12, 2011. 
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A NEW BEGINNING AT FALL LEADERSHIP MEETING  

View from the library mezzanine at the dedication of the new Genealogical 

Research Library held at the Fall Leadership Meeting September 24-25. 

The National Society Sons of the American Revolu-
tion took a new direction during the 2010 Fall Leader-
ship meeting.  The new Genealogical Research Library 
dedication was led by President General James 

David Sympson .  Other participants in the program 
included Librarian General Miles K. Deschant , a 

Upcoming Events  

Nov 6, 2010 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

Nov 6, 2010 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Nov 11, 2010 ñ Veterans Day. 

Jan 1, 2011 ñ Deadline for articles and pictures for the 
February issue of The Liberty Bell. 

Feb 5, 2011 ñ KSSSAR Board of Governorsõ Meeting, 
10AM, Best Western, Hospitality House, 3021 W. High-
way 50, Emporia, 620-342-7587. 

Feb 5, 2011 ñ Ladies Auxiliary meeting.  

Feb 19, 2011 ñ George Washington Birthday Celebration, 
Ritz Charles, 9000 W 137th, Overland Park. 

Feb 22, 2011 ñ George Washington Birthday Dinner, 
6:30PM, Scottish Rite Center, Wichita. 

Mar 10-12, 2011 ñ Spring Leadership Trusteeõs Meeting, 
NSSAR Headquarters, Louisville KY.  

Mar 18-19, 2011 ñ 119th KSSSAR Annual Conference, 
Courtyard Marriott , Shawnee KS. 
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      * PRESIDENTôS CORNER *   

PLEDGE TO THE SAR  
We descendants of the heroes of 

the American Revolution who, by 
their sacrifices, established the 
United States of America, reaffirm 
our faith in the principles of liberty 
and our Constitutional Republic, and 
solemnly pledge ourselves to defend 
them against every foe. 

By Martin Klotzbach 
President, KSSSAR 

BOG MEETING  
The Board of Governors will meet 

November 6 at the Best Western Mo-
tel, 3021 W Highway 50, in Emporia.  
Committee chairmen may call for a 
meeting of their committees either 
before or after the BOG meeting, 
which will start at 10:00 AM.  Lunch 
will be at the motel.  

Compatriots All  --- 

For me, one of the highlights of this past Fall Leadership meeting in 
Louisville was the privilege, during a general assembly, to inform the 
President General that I had a $500 check in-hand from the Thomas Jef-
ferson Chapter of the Kansas Society to donate to the CAAH Fund.  I 
would like to do the same at the Spring Leadership meeting next year in 
Louisville.  This action nearly matches the thrill of going to the front of 
the general assembly at the National Congress to receive awards, med-
als and certificates for the Kansas Society, its chapters and its members.  
A last quarterly report from National notes that there are now two 
chapters from Kansas, Monticello and Thomas Jefferson, that have con-
tributed $500 for the CAAH.  This, I hope, presents a challenge to the 
other Kansas chapters.  Two state societies, Virginia and California, 
have every chapter in their state meeting that challenge.  With your 
help Kansas can do the same.  What say you? 

At the George Washington Luncheon, a number of members were 
pinned.  This makes 22 new members since April.  Because of the con-
tinuing economic conditions, the George Washington Fund income re-
mains somewhat depressed, down roughly $19,000.  This means there is 
$3,000 to $4,000 less that is available to award unfunded and under-
funded groups to help carry -out their programs.  

A number of National committees have been changed a bit.  I have 
been a member of the Partners in Patriotism Committee; it is now a sub-
committee, along with the Wreaths Across America subcommittee, of 
the new Patriotic Outreach Committee.  

It would be very helpful to Cmpt. Ed Grover  of the Sons of the Plains 
Chapter for each chapter to send him a contact person for the Flag Cer-
tificate Committee, even if that be the chapter president.  

At the meeting of the Veterans Committee, of which I am a member, 
there were a number of discussions on various subjects, one being the 
establishment of a WWII Subcommittee, of which the members would 
be only those who had served between the Declaration of War and VE 
Day or VJ Day.  At the current rate, that might be a fairly short -lived 
subcommittee.  Sad but true.   

Many are doing outstanding work in successfully recruiting new 
members to the SAR.  This is a job that all of us need to be working on.  
Many current members are passing or dropping their membership each 
year.  So far it seems as we are just barely holding our own.  Besides the 
loss of comradeship, each chapter, state and national group is loosing 
monies in dues to help pay for the programs and the activities that we 
pride ourselves on accomplishing.  

To date, the National Ladies Auxiliary has contributed $86,300 to the 
CAAH.  This is in addition to the $29,000 given previously from their 
cook book sale. 

And finally, until I sit down again to write some comment on what 
ever might be on my mind at that time, let Theresa and I wish you and 
your family a very HAPPY THANKSGIVING, A MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  
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LADIES AUXILIARY  
The Ladies Auxiliary will meet at the 

Best Western Motel,  3021 W Highway 
50, Emporia, on November 6 at 10:00 
AM.   We will tour the First Presbyterian 
Church in Emporia to view their fa-
mous stained glass windows followed 
by lunch at a local restaurant  

Our November Service Project will 
be to furnish items for Veterans Hospi-
tals.  Needed are white T-shirts, white 
socks, diabetic socks, body wash, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, Kleenex 
packs, writing pens, etc. 

We invite the wives, mothers, and 
sisters of KSSSAR members to our meet-
ing.  We look forward to seeing you.  



 

 

Pictured above, looking from the mezzanine, is the new SAR Genealogical Research 

Library located at 809 West Main Street in Downtown Louisville.  Books, genealogi-

cal records, and member applications were moved to the new library in October.  The 
new library was dedicated at the Fall Leadership Meeting in September. 
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ACTIVE DUT Y DUES WAIVER  
The Kansas Board of Governors, at the August meeting, 

approved a waver of SAR dues for Kansas SAR members 
who are in the military, on active duty and outside the 
United States.  The waver can be requested through the 
recommendation of the memberõs chapter to the Kansas 
State Society. 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS  
Send reports of any newsworthy, SAR-related events to 

the Liberty Bell editor.  The editorõs email and mailing ad-
dresses are on page 2.  Any member may submit articles to 
the newsletter.  Emails are the best form of notification.  
Please include scanned pictures, details, names and dates. 

119TH KSSSAR ANNUAL CONFERENCE  
The 119th Annual Conference of the Kansas Society 

Sons of the American Revolution is scheduled for March 
18-19, 2011.  The cost for registration and meals will be 
around $75 per person, but does not include lodging nor 
the Friday night dinner theater.  The 2011 Conference will 
be hosted by the Monticello Chapter at the Courtyard 
Marriott, 17250 Midland Drive, Shawnee, KS. 

SCD MEETS IN LITTLE ROCK  
Members of the South Central District (SCD) convened in 

Little Rock for their 2009 meeting in late August.  The Kan-
sas Society was well represented and led by KSSSAR Presi-

dent Martin Klotzbach .  Joining him were Vice-President 

David Comer , former SCD Vice -President General Barnett 

Ellis , National Trustee Peter Grassl , KSSSAR Color Guard 

Commander Robert Capps , and KSSSAR Treasury Jake 

Cox.  Overall, about 50 compatriots from across the country 
attended the meeting and 13 spouses.  Kansas ladies attend-
ing were Theresa Klotzbach  and Barbara Comer. 

The meeting was led by newly installed SCD Vice -

President General Harry M. Fife, Jr.,  who hails from the 
Texas Society.  A national officer candidate forum was held 
on late Friday afternoon.  This was followed by a banquet 
in which President General James David Sympson  offered 
remarks concerning the ôstate of the society.õ 

The business meeting was held on Saturday morning 
following a breakfast.  The key focus of the session was the 
recommendation of a slate from SCD to the NSSAR Nomi-
nating Committee.  Not a lot of topics were covered which 
allowed the meeting to adjourn at 10:35 AM.  

Dennis Boyer  of Arkansas was nominated as the 2011-12 
SCD Vice-President General.  He would be elected and in-
stalled at the 2011 Congress in Winston-Salem, NC.  Boyer, 
who is a dual-member in Kansas, would preside at the 2011 
SCD meeting in Overland Park. 

Peter Grassl is the SCD Secretary-Treasurer. 

MONTICELLO CHAPTER AIDS KANSAS UNIT  
At the July meeting of the Monticello Chapter, a collection 

was taken to raise money to send care packages to a local 
Army unit that had gone to the Middle East.  That unit is the 
2nd Combined Arms Battalion, 137th Infantry Regiment of 
the Kansas National Guard whose home is Kansas City, KS. 

On June 24, the Kansas unit conducted a Relief in Place 
and Transfer of Authority with the 1st Battalion 65th In-
fantry Regiment, Puerto Rico National Guard, at Camp 
Lemonnier in Djibouti (which is located on the Horn of 
Africa about 80 miles south of Yemen and less than 10 
miles from the border with Somalia).  The Kansas unit 
(a.k.a. 2/137 CAB) assumed the lead in force protection 
and watch standing duties at the camp.  Shown (above) 
uncasing the regimental colors are Command Sgt. Maj. 
Troy Hester and Lt. Col. Greg Mittman, who will be dis-
tributing the packages to the men.  

The money collected by the Monticello Chapter pur-
chased over 1,500 baby wipes, 140 bars of soap and 25 
tubes of toothpaste.  Cmpt. Jerry Veach  contributed 44 
pounds of soft paper towels which also makes an excellent 
substitute for toilet paper.  

Cmpts. David Mellott  and his father, Willard Mellott , 
served in this unit during the 1970õs and 1980õs.  Willardõs 
wife, Lucy, whose late father was an Army General, did 
the shopping so that the chapter could get the most for the 
money. 



 

 

Budget Committee.  

AMERICANISM POSTER CONTEST ñ Dick Nelson  
The theme for this yearõs poster contest is òThe Battle 

of Cowpens.ó 

COLOR GUARD ñ Bob Capps 
Participated in the Mission Days Parade in Mission 

on May 8, the Color Guard at the Liberty Memorial on 
Memorial Day, the Color Guard at Old Shawnee Days 
Parade in Shawnee, the Color Guard activities at the 
NSSAR 120th Congress in Cleveland on June 26-30, and 
the Missouri Patriot Grave Markings for Hannah Cole 
and Adam Calhoun Scott on May 15. 

2013 CONGRESS ñ Peter Grassl 
A meeting with the Missouri Society is scheduled 

for September.  The net funds raised for the Congress 
to date are $995 from the quilt raffle, $3,059 from the 
plaque sales and $330 from the musket raffle.  Also, a 
dues surcharge may be needed to complete the fund-
ing for the Congress. Cmpt. Barney Ellis  reported 
that work on the Congress medal is currently in pro-
gress. 

GENEALOGIST ñ Timothy E. Peterman  
As of August, 2010, the spreadsheet for tracking pro-

spective members contained 483 names and addresses. Of 
those, eight have applied for membership. 
The next issue of òFrom Kansas to Concordó, the newslet-

ter for prospective members, will be distributed this fall.  
No prospect receives more than four issues. 

Genealogy workshops were held June 19 in Overland 
Park and July 10 in Fort Scott.  Outreach booths were 
manned at the Turkey Creek Festival in Merriam on May 
15, at Overland Parkõs 50th Anniversary on May 22, at 
Good Ole Days in Fort Scott on June 5-6, at Tonganoxie 
Days on June 12, and the Shawnee Indian Mission Festival 
in Fairway on October 9-10.  More SAR member participa-
tion is encouraged. 

Many prospective members are in need of a working 
sponsor. Volunteers are needed to sponsor viable pros-
pects.  Any members with genealogical and communica-
tions skills are encouraged to volunteer. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON ENDOWMENT FUND & 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY ñ Barnett Ellis  

Cmpt. Doug Brady  will be receiving a certificate for 
being a George Washington Fellow. 

The June report from the Friends of the Library shows 
14 members for Kansas, which is only 2% of the total Kan-
sas membership.  Forms are available from Barney. 

MEDALS AND AWARDS ñ Barnett Ellis  
Plans are underway for the Gold Good Citizenship 

Medal to be awarded to Dr. Robert Gates. 
A database of presented medals and awards is recorded 

in two files, one by medal/award name showing all  mem-
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Cmpt. Bob Mellott, Monticello Chapter President, donated his self-

made black powder rifle to raffle as a fundraiser to go towards the ex-

penses of the 2013 Congress. 

PRESIDENTõS REPORT ñ Martin Klotzbach  
Represented the SAR, in uniform, at the U.S. Natu-

ralization Ceremonies in the Dole Federal Building 
in Topeka on May 14.  Attended the 2013 NSSAR 
Congress Planning Committee meeting in Kansas 
City on June 14.  Represented the SAR at the quar-
terly VAVS meeting at the Colmery -OõNeil Veterans 
Administration Medical Center in Topeka on June 
14.  Attended the NSSAR 120th Congress in Cleve-
land, Ohio, June 26-30.  Represented the SAR, in uni-
form, at the U.S. Naturalization Ceremonies in 
Topeka on July 16. 

VICE PRESIDENT ñ David Comer  
Attended the NSSAR 120th Congress in Cleveland, 

Ohio, June 26-30.  Worked with Bob Mellott  on the 
planning of the KSSSAR Annual Conference in 
Shawnee next March. 

ALTERNATE TRUSTEE ñ Bob Capps 
Attended the NSSAR 120th Congress in Cleve-

land, Ohio, June 26-30.  Peter Grassl was elected 
National Trustee from Kansas.  Bob Capps  was 
elected National Alternate Trustee from Kansas., 
was appointed to the Historic Sites, Celebrations 
and Reenactments Committee, and continues to 
serve on the Information Technology Committee 
and the Color Guard Committee.  Bob delivered 
the nominating speech for Joe Dooley  for Genealo-
gist General.  Barnett Ellis  was elected to the SAR 
Foundation.  Tim Peterman  was appointed Vice 
Chairman of the Committee to Retain Members.  
Randall Ellis  was appointed Chairman of the 



 

 

bers known to have received it, and one by active member 
name.  Chapters can request a copy of the active member 
file by notifying Barney Ellis . 

MEMBERSHIP ñ Timothy Peterman, Barnett Ellis  
As of August 7, KSSSAR has 626 active members, an 

increase of 10 since May 1. There are 112 life members. 
Active membership summary by chapter follows: At Large 
92 (-1), Bennington 22 (+3), Charles Robinson 14, Delaware 
Crossing 163 (+1), Fort Hays 13, Fort Scott 28, Henry 
Leavenworth 21 (+2), Konza Prairie 22, Monticello 56 (+3), 
Sons of the Plains 32 (+1), Thomas Jefferson 65, and Wash-
ington 98 (+1). 

NOMINATING ñ Peter Grassl 
The slate of officers will be presented at the next Board 

of Governorõs meeting. 

ORATIONS CONTEST ñ Lyle Gibson  
The 2010 contest winner is Kristin Bowers of Virginia.   
Updates for the 2011 contest (entry forms, hotel, etc.) 

should be arranged after the Fall Leadership meeting. 
The date of the 2011 state contest is May 11.  Chapter 

contests need to be held before the cutoff date of April 15 
when chapter contest winners are to be submitted to Lyle 

Gibson . 

THE LIBERTY BELL ñ Mike Frisbie  
The August issue of The Liberty Bell was emailed to 539 

subscribers on August 6. The printed version was mailed 
to 24 subscribers at a cost of $49 for postage and copying. 
A higher quality version was posted to the KSSSAR web-
site at www.KansasSAR.com. 

To insure all state and chapter highlights are accu-
rately reported in the newsletter, all state officers, chair-
men, and chapter presidents should email their quar-
terly BOG reports to the editor at mike@async.net.  
Also, please include the editor in the distribution of 
chapter newsletters, meeting minutes, and other news 
items. 

Any and all members are encouraged to report news-
worthy, SAR -related events to the editor.  Emails are the 
best form of notification.  Please include scanned pictures, 
details, names, and dates. 

TREASURER ñ Gerald Cox  
Recovery of values in the Baird investment accounts has 

slowed. The June 30 total value of the investment ac-
counts, which is $49,073, is $5,265 below its original cost 
basis.  The money market account balance at $3,734 should 
provide any cushion needed to meet anticipated operating 
expenses through the next quarter. 

In May, a KSSSAR bank bag was stolen in a car break-
in. The thieves took account deposit slips, some checks 
payable KSSSAR, and $28 cash.  No blank checks were 
taken and, to date, none of the stolen deposit slips have 
been used. The stolen checks are being replaced. 

KSSSAR COLOR GUARD SUPPORTS SCOUT  
The Kansas Society Color Guard served as the sponsor 

for an Eagle Scout Service Project.  Chase Ensz with troop 
284 in Overland Park collected American flags for retire-
ment to demonstrate his leadership skills.   Over 80 flags 
were retired at the troops monthly campout in October.  

Representing the Kansas Society were Color Guards-
man Lyman Miller  of the Monticello chapter and National 

Trustee Peter Grassl.  Ensz was presented with a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation.   Ensz will participate in an Eagle 
Scout Board of Review in November. 

Note: SAR chapter participation with Boy Scouts can lead to a 
source of contestants for not only the Eagle Scout essay contest but 
also for the Knight essay contest and Rumbaugh oration contest. 

This .45 caliber flintlock pistol, hand-made by Cmpt. Gary Groh, Konza Prairie 

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�����Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�D�I�I�O�H�G���D�V���D���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���F�K�D�S�W�H�U�¶�V���(�D�J�O�H���6�F�R�X�W��
program.  The pistol shoots a .443 caliber ball, is 11.5 inches long, and has been test-
fired.  Gary is making another pistol to raffle as a fundraiser for the 2013 Congress. 
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